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It is my pleasure to collaborate with Woezo Africa Music 
& Dance Theatre Inc. once again for their UNGANISHA: 
Explore. Connect. Dance. stage play. It has been quite an 
incredible journey of working on a 2-man play DOWN 
BELOW, a product of the 2021 Black Arts Development 
Program – Script Writing Workshop that highlight the 
struggles of culture and heritage within a couple. I have had 
the honor of being involved in numerous productions that 
aim to bring diverse stories to life. However, this play holds 
a special place in my heart.

The play in question is a two-man show that tells the story of a couple- two individuals who 
come from very different backgrounds and cultures, brought together by love and united 
in hope. A hope for a future that presents a new shared experience. As they navigate 
through their differences and similarities, they discover a deeper connection that goes 
beyond race. It is a story of friendship, love, pain of loss and acceptance, which are values 
that are universally relevant and relatable.

Working on this play has been an incredible experience, and one that has taught me a 
great deal about the power of theater to foster cultural exchange and understanding. The 
rehearsal process has been intense, but also incredibly rewarding, as we have worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the story is told with authenticity and integrity. The actors 
have been exceptional in bringing their characters to life, and I have been in awe of their 
commitment and dedication to the project.

I believe that it is our responsibility to create work that reflects the world we live in, and 
that celebrates the diverse communities that make up our society. This play does exactly 
that. It is a celebration of cultural diversity- sometimes even within the same culture, and a 
reminder of the importance of embracing our differences, rather than fearing them.

The play explores themes that are relevant to everyone, regardless of their background, 
and it does so in a way that is both thought-provoking and entertaining. It is a testament 
to the power of theater to inspire, challenge, and engage its audience, and to create 
meaningful connections between people.

I am filled with a sense of pride and excitement, knowing that we have created something 
truly special. I hope that audiences will leave the theater feeling inspired, uplifted, and 
more connected to the world around them.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the actors, crew, and everyone involved in bringing 
this play to life. It has been an honor to work with such a talented and dedicated group 
of individuals, and I am grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this incredible project. 
I encourage everyone to come and see the play, and to experience the joy and power of 
theater for themselves.

- Omatta Udalor

A NOTE
FROM THE 
DIRECTOR

OMATTA UDALOR
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Message from Honourable Kaycee Madu, KC, ECA 
Deputy Premier and Minister of Skilled Trades and Professions  
 
As Deputy Premier and Minister of Skilled Trades and Professions, I send my greetings as we celebrate Black 
History Month throughout the month of February 2023.  It is my pleasure to send warm greetings to the 
members of the Woezo Africa Music & Dance Theatre Inc. and the performers of the in-person production of 
UNGANISHA: Explore. Connect. Dance.   
 
The history of Black Alberta is undeniably marked by struggles, but it is also a story of joy, of creativity, 
resilience and of opportunity. These are some of the values that attracted me to Alberta as a young man growing 
up in Nigeria. I wanted to find a place where my family and I could thrive and contribute to the public good, 
while still honouring our African heritage.  
 
This is the story of countless other Black men, women, and families who have come here from the mother 
continent of Africa, as well as the Caribbean, the United States and beyond, to build their lives, families, careers, 
businesses and communities. Alberta is a province that rewards hard work and provides opportunity to 
everyone, no matter where they come from. We are a better province because so many members of the Black 
community have decided to make this beautiful land their home.  
 
On behalf of the Government of Alberta, I offer my sincere best wishes for a memorable celebration of the 
resilience, place, and contribution of the Black community and of Black History. I offer my thanks to the 
Woezo Africa Music & Dance Theatre Inc. for the important work that they do on all our behalf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honourable Kaycee Madu, KC, ECA  
Deputy Premier and Minister of Skilled Trades and Professions 
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My name is Aïssatou (Eye-sa-Too). I am 
a black woman, immigrant, and mom 
of two. Each of these titles is full of 
adventure and anecdotes, and I feel like 
a traveller. Like any traveller, the journey 
is complete only if it is shared with 
someone.Writing stories has been a 
passion of mine since my teenage years, 
and it led me to my career choice as a 
communications coordinator.

When I heard about the Black Art 
Development program, I jumped on the 

PLAYWRIGHT
opportunity to join the script writing 
workshop. It has been a wonderful 
experience to share with Cheryl Foggo 
and my cohort. Down Below was born 
during this workshop and inspired 
by the immigrant journey and the 
parent-children relationship of a black 
immigrant.

Down below is the story of Sid Lee, a 
newcomer to Calgary. He received some 
news that will change his life. For better 
or worse?

“Anita”

JESSICA 
HORKAS 

Voice of Woman

STELLA 
ORJI 

OBARO 
EROME-UTUNEDI
“Sid”

OMATTA 
UDALOR
Voice of Man

PRODUCER WUNMI IDOWU

DIRECTOR OMATTA UDALOR

STAGE MANAGER AINSLEY DAUMLER

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER  MAYRA HILEMAN

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR & SOUND DESIGNER CHAD BLAIN

LIGHTING DESIGNER TERRY GUNVORDAHL

LIGHTING PROGRAMMER CHRIS DEPAPE

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT NICOLE PEMBERTON

VIDEO EDITOR & VIDEOGRAPHER  ARAN WILKINSON-BLANC

PHOTOGRAPHER  SAMUEL OBADERO / MOTIF PHOTOGRAPHY
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“DOWN BELOW”
by Aïssatou Thiam



M’Kayla (Ma-kai-la) Kongnetiman is a 
Mohkinstsis/Calgary-based multidisciplinary 
dance artist, singer and emerging 
choreographer, who is best known for sharing 
her passion for tap dance to as many people as 
she can. 

M’Kayla’s artistic journey began at the age of three after she took 
her first ballet class and never looked back. She began training 
competitively from the age of 5-17 where she was given the 
opportunity to perform and compete all across the world at various 
dance competitions, conventions & intensives. She was also a part of 
the 2019 Team Canada National Tap team that competed in Reisa, 
Germany.  

M’Kayla is currently studying at The University of Calgary, working 
towards a Bachelor of Arts in Dance, as well as a Bachelor of Arts 
in Economics. As a first generation Canadian with first generation 
immigrant parents that were born in Suriname, South America, M’Kayla 
often utilizes her technical training background and incorporates 
aspects of her childhood and everyday life to generate movement in 
hopes of connecting people. Choreographing is something that M’Kayla 
has always had passion for, and she hopes to spread her knowledge to 
others as well as to continue to learn and grow from others throughout 
her artistic journey.

M’KAYLA KONGNETIMAN
CHOREOGRAPHER & PANELIST
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Born and raised in Queens, New York, Sho 
Tyme has worked on world stages, tours, videos,  
movies, commercials and TV shows with many 
major artists proving that he is capable of giving 
his creative movement to many artists and 
dancers across the US and Worldwide. 

Sho-Tyme’s versatility as a dancer, choreographer, teacher and mentor 
along with his creativity and extensive knowledge of Hip Hop dance 
culture as well as other Street Dance styles has enabled him to 
choreograph and artistically direct for many top artists, such as P. Diddy, 
Mary J. Blige, Busta Rhymes, Jay-Z and Katy Perry, Shakira and Gwen 
Stefani. 

He also worked on the films You Got Served: Beat the World and Stomp 
the Yard, The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift, among others, and 
was a choreographer and judge on four seasons of So You Think You 
Can Dance Canada. With God’s mercy and grace it has allowed him to 
accomplish all these things and more.  He looks forward to sharing his 
creative vision with you all. 

SHO-TYME 
CHOREOGRAPHER & PANELIST

As a proud Canadian and New Yorker, Lisa’s credits include 
being an original cast member in Broadway’s Shuffle Along, 
choreographed by Savion Glover and Directed by George 
C. Wolfe, where she received both the Fred Astaire Award 
and the Actor’s Equity Award for Outstanding Broadway 
Chorus. She is also currently a Dora Award nominee for her 

performance, choreography and direction of the Tap Dance Legacy Concert c/o dance 
Immersion and Canadian Stage.  Her TV credits include the 70th Annual Tony Awards 
and Amazon’s Original “Z, The beginning of everything”. Previous highlights have also 
included touring with the Savion Glover production, Stepz, performing with Dormeshia 
Sumbry at Harlem’s legendary Cotton Club as well as performing with both New York’s 
Off-Broadway and the North American touring casts of STOMP. Since 2010 she has run 
her own performance company Tap Phonics and has been commissioned to present for 
organizations such as The Brooklyn Museum, 92Y, Gibney Dance and Fall For Dance 
North. As an educator and Professor she is on faculty at PACE University and the 
University of Calgary and has taught at NYU, The School of Jacob’s Pillow, Decidedly Jazz 
Danceworks, Rosie’s Theater Kids and member of the creative council for the American 
Tap Dance Foundation. Her recent endeavor includes co-curating the Tap Dance Legacy 
Series along with Travis Knights in partnership with dance Immersion providing the local 
black community free access to their cultural history.  She also has written and directed 
her debut documentary film TRAX encompassing her journey back to Alberta while 
discovering important local black history. Above all, her proudest achievement greatest 
inspiration, is the gift of being a mom. For further info please visit www.lisalatouche.com.

LISA LA TOUCHE
PANELIST

Shemar was born in Calgary, and is of Jamaican and Nevisian 
heritage. Growing up in a musical environment, Shemar’s love for 
music is what first sparked his love for dancing. Shemar began 
training in a myriad of street dance styles including but not 
limited to: Afro House, Locking, Hip Hop, Popping and Dancehall. 
Shemar will continue to expand on his own choreographic 

endeavours and forms of artistic expression, while ensuring further exploration of his 
love for dance.  Alongside the fostering of his own artistic identity, Shemar vows to pay 
homage to the cultures that have historically paved the way for the future generations.

SHEMAR HERBERT
PANELIST

FOLA ATOLOYE
MC / MODERATOR
Fola Atoloye is an award-winning creative director, public 
speaker, and show producer/presenter of the “My Journey TV 
Show”. Fola is an experienced show host with a university degree 
in Media and Communications from the prestigious Lagos State 
University. He has over 14 years of stagecraft as master of 
ceremonies for different events and occasions all over the world. 

Fola enjoys reading, singing, and more importantly traveling and seeing places.



CHIKAMARA 
IHEME

CINDY 
ANSAH 

JAYDEN 
OKIEI

KAINETOCHUKWU 
IHEME

NYASHA 
NYAMAKA

RENELLE 
JOANNA 
WALTERS

CHIZARAM 
IHEME

ELLIE 
ORIRI

FLORIANNA 
OKIEI

JENNIFER 
EBOSE

KENZO 
KALINGA 

OLUWATOSIN 
ETUHOKO

MYKIAH JOY 
MULHOLLAND
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Explore.        Connect. Dance.

Our group of young dancers 
took part in the Black Arts 

Development Program, 
completing intensive training 

from top industry professionals. 
They have been inspired to 
continue their artistry as a 
result of the program, and 

had the opportunity to take 
their training to the stage as 

a practical application of  the 
program’s curriculum.



Deemaks is a Canadian Afrobeats DJ, with an ever-growing worldwide fan base that 
are always in anticipation for every new mix, and as well as his electrifying performance 
at events. Deemaks unwavering DJing skill is jaw-dropping, and something out of this 
world. His musicality stands him out from the crowd.  Interestingly, Deemaks master 
craftsmanship in the art of DJing was self-taught, which makes him not only talented and 

gifted but also a rare gem.

On the international scene, Deemaks has played at some high profile 
events worldwide, including the annual Sfinks Festival in Belgium, Toronto 
Harbourfront’s Hot & Spicy Festival, Toronto’s African Fashion Week 
After Party and much more. He has been billed alongside DJs like Walshy 
Fire (Major Lazer) and was most recently the Canadian tour DJ for 

R2Bees.

When Deemaks performs, he loves to thrill the crowd with non-stop beats. 
No matter the place, time or mood, once Deemaks is behind those 

decks, then you can only be sure of one thing and that is the dishing 
of phenomenal music to make the crowd dance, smile and happy 
because Deemaks is on the wheels of steel.

Deemaks has also excelled academically, as he a graduate of the 
Commerce program at the University of Ontario Institute of 
Technology in Oshawa, Canada. He recently founded a company 
called ‘Afrobeats YYC’ as part of his accomplishments. Afrobeats 
YYC is an entertainment company based in Calgary Canada 
focusing on connecting Afrobeats culture through music and 

a r t s . With a mission to promote African music through events.

WITH DJ 
DEEMAKSFollowing The 7pm Show

AFTER PARTY

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
UNGANISHA wishes to acknowledge the unrelenting guidance and support from the 
communities, families, businesses and individuals to bring this event to life. We want to 
express our deepest appreciation and thankfulness to all of our sponsors and volunteers 
who have gone above and beyond to make UNGANISHA possible.

TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
A huge thank you to the amazing support of our UNGANISHA Volunteers, we couldn’t do 
all the wonderful things we do without you.

Dede Amuzu

Dami Amuzu

Francisca Ajayi

Olgita Marshall 

Mayra Hileman

Temi Ajayi

Victoria Aborowa

Arianna Atkins

WOEZO AFRICA Music & Dance Music & Dance 
Theatre Inc.Theatre Inc.

Services

	Shows & Entertainment
	Group Dance Classes
	Private Dance Lessons
	Choreography
	Residency Programs

Woezo Africa Music & Dance Theatre Inc. is a 
performing arts organization based in Calgary, Alberta. 
We are passionate in bringing the uniqueness of the 
African cultures to a wide audience through dance, 
music, theatre, and storytelling. 

info@woezoafrica.com
www.woezoafrica.com

	Dance Workshops
	Dance Theatre  
 Productions@woezoafrica



UNGANISHA  would not have been possible without the support 
from our generous sponsors:

SPONSORS

We are more than thankful that you attended our event. We hope you 
enjoyed the experience! Please join us for our next production, 

the Woezo Africa Cultural Festival taking place: 

AUGUST 25 & 26, 2023

To become a patron, join our organization or for more information about 
upcoming events, please visit us at www.WOEZOAFRICA.com
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